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Divisions 44: Commissioner of Main Roads, $950 248 000 — 
Mrs J. Hughes, Chairman. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

Mr R.D. Farrell, Principal Policy Officer, Office of the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.   

Mr M. Henneveld, Commissioner of Main Roads. 

Mr R.K. Phillips, Manager, Budget and Program Management. 

Mr S.E. Potter, Policy Adviser, Roads. 

Mr D.M. Snook, Executive Director, Road Network Services. 

Mr J.F. Marmion, Executive Director, Regional Services. 

Mr G. Norwell, Executive Director, Technology and Environment.  

The CHAIRMAN: We are starting division 44. I remind members that at 11.30 am we are scheduled to move 
on to the division on the Western Australian Land Authority. We have 20 minutes to get through two divisions. 
Please keep the questions short and sharp. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Can I move to delay the debate on LandCorp until 11.45 am to give this a decent 
amount of time? Also, when we finish this division, we will need to change over the personnel because there are 
different personnel for the Public Transport Authority. 

The CHAIRMAN: Unfortunately, under the standing orders we cannot move the divisions around. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Can the committee resolve to do that unanimously? 

The CHAIRMAN: The Legislative Assembly must agree to do that. I am sorry, but it is not within my power to 
do that. We will do our best. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS: I refer to page 736 of the Budget Statements and the road improvements to increase 
efficiency and the implementation of roadworks. There is a list of works in progress followed by a list of 
completed works and new works. However, I cannot find the Coalfields Highway on either of those lists. I 
understand that $20 million was put aside in the Main Roads’ budget to be spent on improvements to the 
Coalfields Highway. That has been done for the past four or five years in a row. Is there any funding in the 
budget for the Coalfields Highway and is there any prospect that the $20 million, or whatever the amount is now, 
will be funded? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Only very minor amounts have been allocated to that road. It is nothing substantial. 
This year around $300 000 will be spent on it and some of the shoulders will be sealed. In 2006 the government 
spent about $500 000 on the road. It is a question of prioritisation. As the member knows, we have put a lot of 
money into Muirs Highway and Brookton Highway. We will give this issue attention in next year’s budget, but it 
has not been a priority item this year. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I refer the minister to “Safer Roads Program - Program 2” of new works on page 738 of 
the Budget Statements. This program has an overall budget of $58 million and an estimated expenditure in 2008-
09 of $22 million. Can the minister table information on what those projects will entail? In addition, I recognise 
that some funding is being provided for the section of South Western Highway just north of Bridgetown, which 
was identified by RACWA as one of the worst sections of road in the state. Given that RACWA has assessed a 
number of sections of the South Western Highway as being some of worst sections of road in the state, why does 
the funding not extend beyond just that road? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: We do not accept that the way RACWA ranks roads is the best way. I understand 
that it does not take into account the crash performance. It is a theoretical model. If we used its model, we would 
get a different prioritisation outcome from what we would get if we used our model. Our model takes into 
account the actual crash performance. Although we would love to do work on every road, we simply cannot do 
that. Therefore, we have our own system of prioritisation. Not all the funding for the safer roads project has been 
allocated. Moneys have been allocated to some projects, including Reid Highway, and $5 million has been 
provided for Muirs Highway. I am sure the member will be incredibly excited about that and will sing our 
praises from the rafters. Muirs Highway will be widened by eight metres from the Mt Barker northern bypass to 
Denmark Mt Barker Road. 

Mr A.D. McRAE: That is fantastic. The member for Stirling must be pleased with that. 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: As part of that program, 30 intersections will have an uninterruptible power supply 
installed at various traffic signals. Now that the budget has been passed, we will allocate those expenditures. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minister just said that not all the funding for the safer roads program has been 
allocated. On what basis was a decision made to provide these amounts? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: We have committed to that project over time. It is similar to our commitment to 
provide funding for the black spot program. Each year we allocate a certain amount for that program. Last year 
we decided to allocate money to the safer roads program. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Was any reference made to statistical data on unsafe roads when that decision was made? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: Some reference was made to that. This government spends far more on country 
areas than the previous government spent. More than 60 per cent of the budget is spent on country areas. If we 
operated purely on statistical data, all the money would be spent on the metropolitan area.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Not like the National Party; it spent all its money on the tunnel.  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Your definition of country goes down to Bunbury, I am sure. 

The CHAIRMAN: Members! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: For example, Brookton Highway might find it hard to get a guernsey compared 
with the Alexander Drive and Mirrabooka Road overpass. We think there are other bases for making these 
decisions. We try to allocate the money around the state. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The minister made reference to the funding allocation to regional areas. I note that the total 
funding allocation to Main Roads is $809 million. I presume that the minister referred to 60 per cent of that 
figure. What proportion has been provided by the commonwealth government?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: That figure is state funds; not federal funds. The member will find that most of the 
commonwealth money is spent on roads in regional Western Australia. Certainly, the deal that we have done 
with the new federal government includes roads in Port Hedland, Dampier, Esperance and Bunbury. The 
majority of the projects that we settled on during the pre-election period were rural roads.  

I will give members an idea of the proportions of the rural-urban split. The figures are incredibly interesting. 
Under the National Party-led government —  

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Can the minister table that document?  

The CHAIRMAN: There is no provision for the tabling of documents in this process, but the information can be 
provided by way of supplementary information.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: In percentage terms, the amount spent on rural roads by the conservative 
government in each of its last four years in office was 52 per cent, 42 per cent, 48 per cent and 51 per cent. 
Under our government it has been 62 per cent, 65 per cent, 59 per cent, 53 per cent, 61 per cent, 70 per cent, 
67 per cent and 65 per cent. In allocating funds to rural Western Australia our government has delivered far more 
effectively than did the previous government.  

The CHAIRMAN: I am conscious of the fact that we are halfway through the allotted time. Do members wish 
to continue with questioning on this division and not change to the Public Transport Authority division? The 
committee must call the shots.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I will let the opposition determine what it wants to do. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS: Can we agree to stop in two minutes? 

The CHAIRMAN: Okay. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I refer to new works on page 738. The second line item is “Great Eastern Highway — 
Kooyong Road to Tonkin Highway”. The estimated cost for this work is $225 million. I believe that Kevin 
Rudd, when in opposition, offered $180 million towards this project. Obviously, now that we have a Rudd 
federal government, that money will come through. This government has allocated only $500 000 to this project 
in 2008-09. What is the government’s commitment to the Great Eastern Highway project and what is the time 
frame?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: In our view this project is part of the national highway system. We will contribute 
half a million dollars and the feds will give us $2 million; therefore, $2.5 million will be spent on this project. 
We have been given $3 million by the commonwealth to look at all the roads. Now that we know the domestic 
airport will be co-located with the international terminal, we have to look at what impact that will have on this 
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thoroughfare. Clearly, we might find that the volume of traffic on this road drops significantly and the traffic 
moves to Leach Highway. As well as doing this work, it is very important that we get cracking on the bigger 
picture.  

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Can the minister give a time line for Great Eastern Highway?  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: We need to review what we are doing. If the domestic airport is to be moved, the 
role of the road may change. We cannot look at this road in isolation. We have to look at it in conjunction with 
what we are going to do more generally. In particular, we need to consider the role of roads, such as Leach 
Highway; grade separations; and whether we need a rail link to the airport, which might take some of the traffic 
off the road system. All these things are now in play. We have a good body of money to get really serious 
planning work done over the next year. If we add these allocations together, we will have in the order of 
$6 million to do some very serious planning now that we have a clear commitment and direction from Westralia 
Airports Corporation.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I know the minister is a strong supporter of concessional loading. An hour ago I received 
an email from a mining company that now faces a 20 per cent increase in its cartage rates. One of its mines will 
probably have to close within a week because, as I understand, as of Monday Main Roads stopped concessional 
loading in the goldfields.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I cannot tell the member about that particular issue. If the member will provide 
more information, I will have it investigated. We do not generally give a broadbrush concessional loading based 
on particular roads. Traditionally, we have given concessional loading when companies are able to prove to our 
satisfaction that they have a safe and accurate loading regime. In exchange for them adopting best practice, we 
give them concessional loading. It is very similar to the harvesting concessions that we have been negotiating 
with CBH. I do not know whether the member can tell us the name of the company.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I can; it is Gould Transport and in the past six years it has not had a problem when its 
trucks have been checked.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I would like to think that I am across my portfolio, but I do not know every 
company’s loading arrangements. We will investigate that for the member to see what has happened. If the 
member can provide us the details after this session, we will be happy to look at it. I was hoping for a question 
on Lake Raeside crossing.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: The work on it has been wonderful. This government is doing what the Liberal 
government promised to do for 15 years and never did. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I hope it rains one day so that we can say, “My God! Thank God we built the Lake 
Raeside crossing.”  

The CHAIRMAN: We have only two minutes left on this division. There is not sufficient time to change 
advisers. Would members like to continue with further questions?  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I will provide the minister with further information.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: My question is about the Karratha-Tom Price road. I hope the minister will tell me that 
there has been the opportunity for significant progress on the ambition to complete the Karratha-Tom Price road 
and the interim stage of stage 2.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I thank the member for the question. As the member would be aware, we have 
probably spent in excess of $150 million on stages 1 and 2 of this project, which certainly, when we take into 
consideration the volume of traffic on it, makes it a very expensive but important project.  

[11.30 am] 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: The resource industry is getting a lot of use out of it. No doubt it is in a rush to help the 
government complete it.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I hope that is right. The cost for the next two stages is based on 2008 figures. Stage 
3, which will extend from Barowanna Hill to Wallarinya Pool and which will follow Roebourne-Wittenoom 
Road, is 46 kilometres in length and is estimated to cost $70 million. Stage 4, which is a very tricky road through 
rugged terrain, is 109 kilometres in length and is estimated to cost $240 million. The traffic loads on that road 
are estimated to be 50 vehicles a day.  

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Has the government taken into consideration Rio Tinto’s proposal to relocate the airport 
from Paraburdoo?  
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN: I am not sure whether that would affect it. We are quite happy to look at what 
impact that will have. The combined cost of the next two stages is $370 million.  

The appropriation was recommended.  
 


